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the LIFE for LASCA LIFE16 NAT / Sl / 000644 (2017-2021) project, two of the
ons are focused on the breeding of the Lasca.

mithe fish hatchery of the Ticino Park, the species is reproduced to provide the
n partner FRIS with adult specimens as breeding stock and young specimens born
ity to be released into the wild.

enia, the launch of a Lasca farming is planned to make the FRIS autonomous in
|'reproduction and captive breeding of the species to be used in releases into the
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T perience of breeding and artificial reproduction of fish species in the Ticino Park was
in rated in 2004 on the occasion of a Life Natura project concerning the protection of
t almo trutta marmoratus and the Rutilus pigus; on this occasion the Park realized,
its territory, an hatchery to become autonomous in the artificial reproduction of
e fish species in decline. The property is located in the R.N.O. “La Fagiana”

evecchio di Magenta, Ml).
ome stages of captive breeding and for

thé \ g of breeding stock the Park also
mal )f the system of breeding tanks in
Casst hese tubs, born as components
of int8 t farming, were purchased by
the Pa and subsequently adapted by
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THE FISH
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ry the eggs, obtained through artificial reproduction, are hatched and the
raised before releasing them into the waterways deemed suitable.

consists of:

nks to house eggs and fry;

for the incubation of adhesive eggs that need to be kept constantly in motion,
and sturgeon eggs;

es for the incubation of non-adhesive eggs such as marble trout eggs;

nd for the breeding of fry.

A hatchery, various species are reproduced every year: Salmo trutta
us;™ Esox flavius, Acipenser naccarii, Barbus plebejus, Rutilus pigus,
masoetta, Condrostoma genei and Tinca tinca.

r, therefore, thousands of fry are released into the river, and in the lateral
ents deemed suitable, which will increase the wild populations of the various
which they belong. - [A ¢ -8 00084 ¢t®

THE BREEDING TANKS OF CASSOLNOVO

The breeding fish and part of the juveniles
produced by the Ticino Park are housed in semi- |
natural basins in Cassolnovo (PV). There are 2 @
housing tanks, each of about 11,000 square
meters. Using artifacts and grids, the tanks have
been divided in order to better organize the
breeding.

The structure is fed by streams and springs and is
located within one of the most interesting sites in
the entire park from a naturalistic point of view:
the Mandelli island reserve. Here, in addition to /
humid environments and plain woods, there is one
of the most important heron breeding site in the !
Park.
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Tanks of Cassolnovo (PV)-picture b'y Pfetro Beretta
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THEWO OTHE EXPERT
derstand how the management of a fish hatchery works, we interviewed
avesi, an employee of the Ticino Park.

rrole in the hatchery?

technician at the Fauna office, since 2001 | have been dealing with fish fauna
icular with the management of the hatchery which is based at the "La
park center in Pontevecchio di Magenta. | am involved in the reproduction of
intereStilflg species for the Park and in maintaining the good health of the reproducers
venile stages present. Currently the structure is suitable for the reproduction
of m species. It starts in December with the Salmo trutta marmoratus and then
n to the Esox flavius in March, followed by Rutilus pigus, Condrostoma genei,
toma soetta, Barbus plebejus, Acipenser naccarii and Tinca tinca from April.

lidtthe Park begin to reproduce the Lasca?

5t reproduction was carried out in May 2016, retrieving all possible information, in
lar at the structures of Fipsas Varese (ltalian Federation of Sport Fishing and
ater Activities) where a reproduction in captivity occurred by chance. Starting
here, a protocol was developed that allowed us to effectively carry out the

tare the specific techniques adopted?

method essentially considers three factors: the
er temperature, the deposition substrate and the
er flow. The spawners' tank is put to waterin a
tinuous cycle with the use of a pump, then a

ater is connected that raises the temperature by
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com p|ex part_ Detail of the gravel used for the reproduction of
the Lasca— picture by Marco Primavesi
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Do breeding and reproduction work the same in all species?

No. For some species it is necessary to intervene for the release of the eggs with
hormonal stimulation. This happens only if they are recovered just before the natural
deposition. Other fish, such as the Rutilus pigus, do not react to the treatment with
hormones, in this case it is necessary to take the specimens in the wild at the exact
moment of the "scrub".

Speaking of breeding, on the other hand, for species such as the Acipenser naccarii, it is
expected a growth period of at least 6 months / 1 year in the Cassolnovo tanks. This
period of stay in semi-liberty certainly facilitates the subsequent release in nature which
occurs when the fish have reached at least 40/50 cm. Other species are raised for a few
days after the absorption of the yolk sac and then released.

he Park hosted a FRIS technician for
training. How was this experience?
During his stay we explored the
possibilities of adapting our breeding
protocol to their waters which have
different temperatures.

We have also identified stretches of
canals and rivers that could be suitable
for future sowing of juveniles.

Finally, the visit to our plant was useful
to bring the farming techniques and feed
used back to the Slovenian facilities.

Italian and Slovenian staff- picture by Alice
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